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On Saturday, October 3rd, our Camper, 
Katie Doty shared with the guests of the 
¢ŜŜ Lǘ ¦Ǉ CƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Dŀƭŀ 
the story of her cancer journey.  Katie did 
a phenomenal job articulating her experi-
ence that we wanted to share it with 
you.  It is because of children like Katie 
that we are working so hard! 

(Read Katieõs Story on page 2) 
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On November 21st, The Camp Soaring Eagle 

CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ 

ά¢ƘŜ wŀƴŎƘέ ƛƴ /ƻǊƴǾƛƭƭŜΦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

been impacted by childhood cancer and 

other juvenile illnesses, enjoyed a weekend 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ǿŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άwŀƴŎƘέ ŎƻǳǊπ

tesy of Earl Weatherwax.  The children and 

parents enjoyed a variety of activities includ-

ing archery,  paddle boats, horse drawn 

wagon rides, roping and an authentic chuck 

wagon supper and campfire.    

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ 

ǳǎέΣ ǎŀƛŘ WǳŘȅΣ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ άhǳǊ 

son is currently undergoing chemo treat-

ments and this gave us an opportunity to 

get away from it all and have fun as a 

family. We met many other families who 

have gone through what we are experi-

encing and this gave us renewed 

strength and hope that we can conquer 

ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ 
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Aaron Anderson teaches camper  

how to hold bow.  

Camper Jonathon enjoys arts & crafts  

Steve Young Congratulates Katie  

Red Rock Quilterõs Give Red Rock Quilterõs Give 
Gift to CampersGift to Campers  

Each quilt had this special message 

to the campers: 

άaŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳƛƭǘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǎŀŦŜ 

from harm, may it be your good 

luck charm. I do not know your 

name nor the mountains you 

face,  But what you hold in your 

ŀǊƳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳƛƭǘŜǊǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜέ 

Song Lyric by Cathy Miller 



òHello, my 
name is 
Katie.  I am 
11 years old 

and I am a cancer survivor.  I live in 
Mesa, Arizona.  I have a mom and a 
dad, 2 brothers and one sister.  My 
story began on November 19, 2007 
when I was diagnosed with stage 4 
Wilms Tumor.  Wilms is a type of kid-
ney cancer.  The reason why it was 
stage 4 is because when they found 
the cancer it had spread to my lungs.  
Normally, you would have surgery 
right away to remove the tumor, but 
my tumor had grown into my renal 
vein which is the main vein to the 
heart. I needed to start chemo right 
away to shrink my tumor.  I received 
my first dose on Thanksgiving day.  

Howõs that for a memory?  When I was 
first diagnosed I was extremely sick.  I 
spent many days in Banner Childrenõs 
Hospital.  When I had to stay in the 
hospital it was a very difficult time on 
my family.  My mom stayed with me 
every day and every night. My dad not 
only visited me every day but had to 
take care of everyone and everything  
at home as well.  This is when I 
started noticing that my  faith was 
growing more and more.  I believe 
that God has helped us through this 
difficult time.  On January 7, 2008 I 
was able to have my surgery to remove 
the tumor and my left kidney.  I con-
tinued with chemotherapy and did 8 
days of radiation on my lungs and ab-
domen.  Around this time, I lost the 
rest of my hair.  Losing my hair was a 

very difficult part of my cancer jour-
ney.  Cancer can be like an obstacle 
course, sometimes it is very challeng-
ing, but other times it can be very 
rewarding.  For instance, thanks to 
the generous sponsors like yourselves, 
this past summer I attended Paul 
Newmanõs Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp with Camp Soaring Eagle. It 
was one of the most amazing experi-
ences of my life.  Everyone made me 
feel so comfortable and for the first 
time in a long time, I didnõt feel differ-
ent and was able to be completely my-
self.  Thank you for supporting Camp 
Soaring Eagle and giving me this op-
portunity I will never forget.  

Board of Directors Make Difficult DecisionBoard of Directors Make Difficult Decision  
While we have been able to serve our first 
campers this past year, we are all aware 
that these are very trying economic times.  
Businesses have experienced unprece-
dented reductions and many generous 
individuals have watched their personal 
wealth diminish.  As a result, non-profit 
organizations have been seriously im-
pacted and Camp Soaring Eagle is no dif-
ferent.  When we formed Camp Soaring 
Eagle Foundation to serve seriously ill chil-
dren in the Southwest three years ago, we 
entered into a long-term lease to build our 
permanent facility in Sedona, Arizona.  
This decision was based upon the eco-
nomic conditions of that time.   

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
Camp Soaring Eagle Board of Directors has 
been diligently working, forecasting and 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ŀƳǇ {ƻŀǊƛƴƎ 9ŀƎƭŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ 
term financial success.  As part of this 
process, the Board has been working to 

renegotiate the terms of the land lease 
with our current landlord. The Board has 
been unable to renegotiate this lease to 
acceptable terms; therefore, in order to 
be able to continue to focus our efforts 
and monies towards serving seriously ill 
children, we have come to an agreement 
with the land owner to terminate that 
lease, without penalty.  

The Board of Directors of the Foundation 
is disappointed that we are unable to con-
tinue our progress toward a permanent 
home for Camp Soaring Eagle on this site, 
but we want to make it clear that we plan 
to have a permanent camp facility to serve 
children in the Southwest in the future.  
More important, we have not changed our 
mission in any way.  Camp Soaring Eagle 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀȅ hƴŜ 
has always been, and will always be:  To 
give kids with serious illnesses and their 
families a chance to discover the healing 

power of laughter and the sheer joy of 
play, that sickness has too long denied 
them. By providing camping experiences 
filled with excitement, challenge and fun 
in a medically safe setting ς all at no 
charge to the children or families.  Carry-
ing out this mission remains our first prior-
ity.  

On behalf of the entire Camp Soaring Ea-
gle team, we would like to thank our do-
nors, partners, volunteers and the com-
munity for your support.  Thanks to you 
we have been able to accomplish incredi-
ble things during a very difficult time.  
There are many more children that need 
our help and I am confident that this de-
cision will enable us to focus all of our 
efforts and resources on the children. 
Thank you in advance for your belief in 
our mission and your hope for happiness 
and laughter for all children. 
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